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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 



1. (Currently Amended) In a network environment that includes a trusted 
network, an intranet and an external network, and a lobby server that intercedes to allow 
external computing systems to be scrutinized before being a dm i tt e d joined to a data 
conference with one or more intranet computing systems, a method for the lobby server 
establishing a data conference between one or more intranet computing systems and one 
or more external computing systems, the method comprising the following: 

an act of a lobby server receiving a request to establish a data conference from a 

conference organizing computing system in the intranet; 
an act of determining that the conference organizing computing system is 

authorized to establish the data conference; 
an act of establishing a lobby th a t may b e jo i n e d b y pot en t i al p a rt i c i p a ti n g 
comput i ng systems in th e e xterna l n e twork , the lobby being an object or 
group of objects that p e rmits author i za ti o n o f to which potential participating 
computing systems in the external w i t hout di r e ctly a ll ow i ng acc e ss to th e 
sub je ct data of network that are awaiting authorization to join the data 
conference may be admitted ; 
an act of receiving a request to join the l obby or data conference from at least one 

of the potential participating computing systems in the external network; 
an act of ioln4nq- admittinq the at least one of the potential participating computing 
systems to the lobby; 

an act of notifying the conference organizing computing system that the at least one 
potential participating computing system has requested a cc es s to join the 
data conference; 

an act of receiving an indication from an intranet computing system that the at least 
one potential participating computing system is authorized to join the data 
conference; and 
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an act of joining the at least one potential participating computing system to the data 
conference. 

2. (Currently Amended) A method in accordance with Claim 1, further 
comprising the following prior to the act of j o i n i ng admitting the at least one potential 
participating computing system to the lobby: 

an act of determining that the at least one potential participating computing system 
is a uthoriz e d allowed to join -be admitted to the lobby. 

3. (Currently Amended) A method in accordance with Claim 2, wherein the act 
of determining that the at least one potential participating computing system is author i zed 
allowed to join -be admitted to the lobby comprises the following: 

an act of determining that the at least one potential participating computing system 
has properly provided a conference identifier corresponding to the data 
conference. 

4. (Currently Amended) A method in accordance with Claim 3, wherein the act 
of determining that the at least one potential participating computing system is authorized 
allowed to join- be admitted to the lobby further comprises the following: 

an act of determining that the at least one potential participating computing system 
has properly provided a password corresponding to the data conference. 

5. (Currently Amended) A method in accordance with Claim 2, wherein the act 
of determining that the at least one potential participating computing system is a uthorized 
allowed to jein- be admitted to the lobby comprises the following: 

an act of determining that the at least one potential participating computing system 
has properly provided a password corresponding to the data conference. 



4 1 826-8880.US00/LEGAL 1 3 1 67 1 06. 1 



-3- 



Application No. 10/611,382 



Docket No.: 418268880US 



6. (Original) A method in accordance with Claim 1, wherein the act of receiving 
an indication from an intranet computing system that the at least one potential participating 
computing system is authorized to join the data conference comprises the following: 

an act of receiving an indication from the conference organizing computing system 
that the at least one potential computing system is authorized to join the data 
conference. 

7. (Original) A method in accordance with Claim 6, further comprising the 
following: 

an act of facilitating communication between the conference organizing computing 
system and the at least one potential computing system in order to determine 
whether the at least one potential participating computing system is 
authorized to join the data conference. 

8. (Original) A method in accordance with Claim 1, wherein the act of receiving 
an indication from an intranet computing system that the potential participating computing 
system is authorized to join the data conference comprises the following: 

an act of receiving an indication from an intranet computing system other than the 
conference organizing computing system that the at least one potential 
computing system is authorized to join the data conference. 

9. (Original) A method in accordance with Claim 8, further comprising the 
following: 

an act of facilitating communication between the intranet computing system and the 
at least one potential computing system in order to determine whether the at 
least one potential participating computing system is authorized to join the 
data conference. 
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10. (Currently Amended) A computer progr a m product readable storage medium 
for use in a network environment that includes a trusted network, an intranet and an 
external network, and a lobby server that intercedes to allow external computing systems 
to be scrutinized before being adm i ttod joined to a data conference with one or more 



instructions that, when executed by one or more processors at the lobby server, cause the 
lobby server to perform a method for the lobby server establishing a data conference 
between one or more intranet computing systems and one or more external computing 
systems, the method comprising the following: 

an act of a lobby server receiving a request to establish a data conference from a 

conference organizing computing system in the intranet; 
an act of determining that the conference organizing computing system is 

authorized to establish the data conference; 
an act of establishing a lobb y that may b e join e d by potentia l part i c i pat i ng 
comput i ng syst e ms in th e e xt e rna l n e twork , the lobby being an object or 



th o sub je ct data of that are awaiting authorization to join the data conference 

may be admitted ; 

an act of receiving a request to join the l obby or data conference from at least one 
of the potential participating computing systems in the external network; 

an act of jetfHftg- admitting the at least one of the potential participating computing 
systems to the lobby; 

an act of notifying the conference organizing computing system that the at least one 
potential participating computing system has requested acc e ss to join the 
data conference; 
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an act of receiving an indication from an intranet computing system that the at least 
one potential participating computing system is authorized to join the data 
conference; and 

an act of joining the at least one potential participating computing system to the data 
conference. 

11. (Canceled) 

12. (Currently Amended) A computer program product readable storage medium 
in accordance with Claim 44-10, wherein the on e or mor e compu ter-re adab le med i a ar e 
computer readable storage medium is system memory. 

13. (Currently Amended) A computer program product readable storage medium 
in accordance with Claim 44-10, wherein the on e or mor e comput e r r e adab le m e di a a r e 
computer readable storage medium is persistent memory. 

14. (Currently Amended) A computer program product readable storage medium 
in accordance with Claim 10, wherein the on e or mor e computer readab le m e dia computer 
readable storage medium further have -has thereon computer-executable instructions that, 
when executed by the one or more processors, cause the lobby server to perform the 
following: 

an act of determining that the at least one potential participating computing system 
is author i z e d allowed to join -be admitted to the lobby prior to the act of jo i n i ng 
admitting the at least one potential participating computing system to the 
lobby. 

1 5. (Currently Amended) A computer program product readable storage medium 
in accordance with Claim 14, wherein the computer-executable instructions for performing 
the act of determining that the at least one potential participating computing system is 
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authorized allowed to join— be admitted to the lobby comprise computer-executable 
instructions that, when executed by the one or more processors, cause the lobby server to 
perform the following: 

an act of determining that the at least one potential participating computing system 

has properly provided a conference identifier corresponding to the data 

conference. 

16. (Currently Amended) A computer program product readable storage medium 
in accordance with Claim 15, wherein the computer-executable instructions for determining 
that the at least one potential participating computing system is author i zed allowed to jem 
be admitted to the lobby further comprise computer-executable instructions that, when 
executed by the one or more processors, cause the lobby server to perform the following: 

an act of determining that the at least one potential participating computing system 
has properly provided a password corresponding to the data conference. 

17. (Currently Amended) A computer program product readable storage medium 
in accordance with Claim 14, wherein the computer-executable instructions for determining 
that the at least one potential participating computing system is author i z e d allowed to join 
be admitted to the lobby comprise computer-executable instructions that, when executed 
by the one or more processors, cause the lobby server to perform the following: 

an act of determining that the at least one potential participating computing system 
has properly provided a password corresponding to the data conference. 
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18. (Currently Amended) A computer program product readable storage medium 
in accordance with Claim 10, wherein the computer-executable instructions for receiving 
an indication from an intranet computing system that the at least one potential participating 
computing system is authorized to join the data conference comprise computer-executable 
instructions that, when executed by the one or more processors, cause the lobby server to 
perform the following: 

an act of receiving an indication from the conference organizing computing system 
that the at least one potential computing system is authorized to join the data 
conference. 

19. (Currently Amended) A computer program product readable storage medium 
in accordance with Claim 18, wherein the comput e r r o adab lo m e d i a computer readable 
storage medium further has thereon computer-executable instructions that, when executed 
by the one or more processors, cause the lobby server to perform the following: 

an act of facilitating communication between the conference organizing computing 
system and the at least one potential computing system in order to determine 
whether the at least one potential participating computing system is 
authorized to join the data conference. 

20. (Currently Amended) A computer program product readable storage medium 
in accordance with Claim 10, wherein the computer-executable instructions for receiving 
an indication from an intranet computing system that the at least one potential participating 
computing system is authorized to join the data conference comprise computer-executable 
instructions that, when executed by the one or more processors, cause the lobby server to 
perform the following: 

an act of receiving an indication from an intranet computing system other than the 
conference organizing computing system that the at least one potential 
computing system is authorized to join the data conference. 
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21. (Canceled) 

22. (Canceled) 

23. (Currently Amended) In a network environment that includes a trusted 
network, an intranet and an external network, and a lobby server that intercedes to allow 
external computing systems to be scrutinized before being admitt e d joined to a data 
conference with one or more intranet computing systems, a method for a conference 
organizing computing system in the intranet organizing a data conference to which one or 
more external computing systems may join, the method comprising the following: 

an act of the conference organizing computing system generating a request to 
establish a data conference; 

an act of transmitting the request such that at least a derivative of the request is 
received by the lobby server; 

an act of receiving a notification from the lobby server that at least one potential 
participating computing system in the external network has jemed-been 
admitted to a lobby associated with the data conference, the lobby being an 
object or group of objects that p e rmits auth o ri zat i on of to which potential 
participating computing systems in the external network without dir e ct l y 
a ll ow i ng acc e ss to th e subj e ct data of that are awaiting authorization to join 
the data conference may be admitted ; and 

an act of transmitting an authorization such that at least a derivative of the 
authorization is received by the lobby server, the authorization indicating that 
the at least one potential participating computing system currently admitted to 
the lobby is authorized to join the data conference. 
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24. (Original) A method in accordance with Claim 23, further comprising the 
following: 

an act of receiving a notification that the at least one potential participating 
computing system has joined the data conference. 

25. (Original) A method in accordance with Claim 23, further comprising the 
following: 

an act of determining that the at least one potential participating computing system 
is authorized to attend the data conference prior to the act of transmitting the 
authorization. 

26. (Currently Amended) A method in accordance with Claim 25, wherein the act 
of determining that the at least one potential participating computing system is authorized 
to attend the data conference comprises the following: 

an act of challenging the at least one potential participating computing system such 
that the at least one potential participating computing system may 
successfully achieve the challenge if they are on an invitation list. 

27. (Currently Amended) A computer program product readable storage medium 
comprising on e or mor e comput e r r e adabl e m e d i a hav i ng th e r e on computer-executable 
instructions that, when executed by one or more processors at the conference organizing 
computing system, cause the conference organizing computing system to perform the 
method recited in Claim 23. 

28. (Currently Amended) In a network environment that includes a trusted 
network, an intranet and an external network, and a lobby server that intercedes to allow 
external computing systems to be scrutinized before being adm i tt e d joined to a data 
conference with one or more intranet computing systems, a method for an external 
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computing system to gain access to a data conference established by a conference 
organizing computing system in the intranet, the method comprising the following: 

an act of an external computing system receiving an invitation to join a l obby hosted 
by th e l obby serv e r, th e lobby be i ng an obj e ct or group of objects that p e rmits 
a uthor i zation of pot e ntia l partic i pat i ng comput i ng syst e ms in th e e xt e rna l 
n e twork w ithout di r e ct l y al l ow i ng acc e ss to the subj e ct data of the data 
conference; 

an act of generating a request to join the lobby- data conference ; 
an act of transmitting the request to join the lobby- data conference to the lobby 
server; and 

an act of receiving an indication that the external computing system has 
successfully jo i n e d th e data confer e nc e been admitted to a lobby, the lobby 
being an object or group of objects to which potential participating computing 
systems in the external network that are awaiting authorization to join the 
data conference may be admitted; 

an act of receiving an indication that the external computing system has 
successfully joined the data conference . 



29. (Canceled) 



30. (Currently Amended) A method in accordance with Claim 28, further 
comprising the following: 

a n act of g e n e rating a r e qu e st to joint th e data conf e r e nc e ; and 

an act of transmitting the request to join the data conference to the data conference. 

31. (Original) A method in accordance with Claim 28, further comprising the 
following: 

an act of the external computing system participating in the data conference. 



4 1 826-8880. US00/LEGAL 1 3 1 67 1 06. 1 



-11- 



Application No. 10/611,382 



Docket No.: 418268880US 



32. (Currently Amended) A method in accordance with Claim 28, further 
comprising the following: 

an act of transmitting credentials necessary to join- be admitted to the lobby to the 
lobby server. 

33. (Original) A method in accordance with Claim 32, further comprising the 
following: 

an act of transmitting credentials necessary to join the data conference to the lobby 
server. 

34. (Original) A method in accordance with Claim 28, further comprising the 
following: 

an act of transmitting credentials necessary to join the data conference to the lobby 
server. 

35. (Currently Amended) A computer program product readable storage medium 
comprising one or more comput e r r o adablo m o d i a hav i ng ther e on computer-executable 
instructions that, when executed by one or more processors at the conference organizing 
computing system, cause the conference organizing computing system to perform the 
method recited in Claim 28. 
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